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RSL Detains Undeclared Bales of Second-hand Clothing, Shoes, and
Bags

Maseru, Lesotho — 11 July 2025 - Revenue Services Lesotho (RSL) confirms that on
Thursday 3™ and Friday 4" July 2025, a substantial quantity of second-hand goods,
comprising clothing, shoes, and bags imported from China was detained during a routine
inspection. The operation took place a St James Sports Ground where the Importers had

indicated they will off load their consignment ready for inspection.

Following border declaration procedures, the Importers proceeded to St James where
they offloaded the consignment. RSL officers inspected the goods after they were
offloaded to verify the contents against the customs declaration submitted by the
importers. Upon inspection, significant discrepancies were identified between the
declared items and the actual goods presented for clearance.

Declared Goods:

+ 232 bales of assorted clothing

* 32 bales of assorted shoes

* 5 bales of assorted bags

Undeclared Goods (Discovered During Inspection):

137 bales of assorted clothing

*197 bales of assorted shoes

*15 bales of assorted bags
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This resulted in a total of 349 bales of undeclared goods, and not accounted for in the
official customs documentation. These actions are in direct violation of Customs & Excise
Act No.10 of 1982 as amended and constitute an attempt to evade lawful duties and

taxes.

Upon identifying the irregularities, RSL officers instructed the buyers to take possession
only of the declared goods, while the undeclared goods were detained. On the following
day, Friday 04th July 2025, the unaccounted items were officially detained and transferred
to the RSL warehouse for safekeeping and further administrative processing.

The detained goods will remain in custody pending full compliance with the applicable
legal requirements. The Importers have been advised that release of the confiscated

goods will be subject to the payment of:
+ Qutstanding customs duties

* Value-Added Tax (VAT)

* Applicable penalties

The RSL reiterates its commitment to facilitating legitimate trade while ensuring
compliance with customs laws to protect the country’s revenue and support fair business

practices.

We urge all importers and traders to declare their goods accurately and adhere strictly to

customs procedures to avoid penalties, delays, or confiscation of goods.
-Ends-

For clarification, please contact RSL’s PR Desk: 62112502/58839868



