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Shopping in South Africa? Be Prepared to Pay Import VAT at Moshoeshoe I 
International Airport (MIA) 

1. Claim Your VAT Refund Before Leaving South Africa 
If you purchased goods in South Africa and are returning to Lesotho through 
Moshoeshoe I International Airport (MIA), you should claim your South 
African VAT refund before departing from OR Tambo International 
Airport. 

Tax invoices issued in South Africa are no longer accepted at Moshoeshoe I 
International Airport for VAT refund purposes. Travelers should therefore be 
prepared to pay Lesotho Import VAT, where applicable, upon arrival. 

2. Customs Declaration Process at Moshoeshoe I International Airport 
Upon arrival in Lesotho: 

2.1 Proceed to Port Health for screening, then Immigration, before 
proceeding to the Customs desk before leaving the arrivals area. 

2.2 Present your passport to the Customs officer. 
2.3 Declare all goods purchased or acquired outside Lesotho, including 

accompanied baggage. 
2.4 Produce supporting documents, such as purchase receipts or invoices, 

where required. 
2.5 Customs will assess your goods to determine whether Import VAT or any 

other taxes are payable. 
2.6 Pay the applicable taxes before leaving the Customs area. 

 
3. VAT Payable on Goods from South Africa 
 If you are a private shopper bringing goods from within SACU, Import VAT is 

payable on goods valued at M250.00 or more. 
 Claim your South African VAT refund at OR Tambo International Airport 

before travelling to Lesotho. 
 If VAT is payable in Lesotho, you will be required to pay it upon arrival at 

Moshoeshoe I International Airport. 

4. Payment Options for Import VAT  
If Import VAT is payable, payment can be made using: 

 Cash  

 Debit or credit card (POS).  
Travelers are encouraged to ensure they have sufficient funds available before 
travelling. 

 

 



 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This Guide is for general information only, and has no binding legal authority. For any 

queries, you may contact RSL toll free number on 80022009/WhatsApp line: 6221 

0090 or email us: info@rsl.org.ls or visit the nearest RSL digital service centre for 

further assistance and guidance. Please take note that it is your obligation to verify 

independently any matters dealt with in this Guide from primary sources of information 

and by taking specific professional advice, should it be necessary. The RSL excludes 

any liability for any costs, losses, claims, damages, expenses or proceedings 

(including special, incidental or consequential loss or damage, loss of profits and 

wasted management time) incurred or suffered by you arising directly or indirectly in 

connection with this Guide 
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